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Serial No. 09/834,842 

Preliminary Amendment Accompanying RCE 
In the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Claims 1-35 (previously withdrawn) 

36. (Currently Amended) A synthetic organic polymer composition comprising: 

a synth e t i c organic po l ym e r matr i x hav i ng a backbone chain, and cova le nt l v 
bound th e r e to at least one contact-killing, non leaching, charged antimicrobial side 
chain covalentlv bound to said backbone chain, wherein such that th e said backbone 
chain synth e t i c organic po l ym e r matr i x does not release biocidal amounts of the 
charged antimicrobial side chain e lutab le s into the surrounding environment s and 
wherein the antimicrobial side chain is selected from the group consisting of benzalk- 
onium halide compound, guaternary ammonium salts, pyridinum salts, phosphonium 
salts, and combinations thereof. 

37. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 36 wherein said synth e t i c or - 
ganic po l ym e r backbone chain matr i x is selected from the group consisting of polyam- 
ide, polyethylene, polyvinylidene chloride, polyvinyl chloride, polyvinylidene, polypropyl- 
ene, polyethylene terephthalate, polyethylene terephthalte (glycol modified), and poly- 
carbonate. 

38. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 36 wherein said synth e t i c or - 
gan i c po l ym e r backbone chain matr i x is a straight chain po l ym e r. ^ 

39. (Deleted) Th e compos i t i on of cla i m 36 wh e r ei n sa i d ant i m i crob ial s i d e 
ch ai n i s s ele ct e d from th e group cons i st i ng of quat e rnary ammon i um sa l ts, pyrid i num 
sa l ts, phosphon i um sa l ts, and comb i nations th e r e of. 
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40. (Previously Added) The composition of claim 36 wherein said antimicrobial 
side chain is positively charged. 

41. (Deleted) Th e compos i t i on of c l a i m 36 wh e r e in sa i d ant i m i crob i a l sid e cha i n 
i s at l e ast on e b e nza l kon i um ha li d e compound. 

42. (Deleted) Th e compos i tion of c l a i m 39 wh e r e in sa i d ant i microb i a l s i d e cha i n 
i s at le ast on e b e nza l kon i um ha li d e compound. 
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